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Jn 1:35-42; 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20 Your Servant is Listening 

Jesus asks us: What are you looking for? But if we love Jesus…aren’t we looking 

for the same thing Jesus is looking for? What does Jesus want? Jesus wants us to 

respond to His call like Samuel did in the first reading:  

Samuel was sleeping in the Temple with the Ark of God (1 Sm 3:3). God calls 

him. But he doesn’t recognize God. He keeps running to Eli. Eli finally realizes 

the Lord is calling him. He tells him to reply:  Speak, Lord, for your servant is 

listening (1 Sm 3:9).  

Samuel does that (1 Sm 3:10). And Samuel grew up, and the Lord was with him, 

not permitting any word of his to be without effect (1 Sm 3:19). In other words 

he lived in a God-consciousness…always in the presence of God…seeking God, 

abiding in God, and loving God in others.  

Jesus wants us to respond to His call like St. Paul said in the second reading: We 

are joined to the Lord and have become one spirit with Him (1 Cor 6:17).   

Therefore, we must avoid immorality (1 Cor 6:18). Our bodies are now temples 

of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19). We belong to God and we must glorify God with 

our whole mind, body, and soul (1 Cor 6:20).  

And Jesus wants us-- his disciples--to seek Him, to abide in Him and to love Him 

in others.  

Jesus wants us to seek Him. When John the Baptist saw Jesus walk by, he said, 

Behold, the Lamb of God (Jn 1:36). Why was that so important?  

Because at the moment Abraham was supposed to sacrifice his son Isaac, God 

provided a lamb to be sacrificed in place of his son. The lamb was sacrificed so 

that his son would live.  

In the Exodus, the Pascal lamb was offered as a sacrifice, with its blood smeared 

on the door posts, so the angel of death would pass over the homes of the Jews. 

That freed them from slavery.  
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And now God Himself has come down from heaven into the world to offer 

Himself as a sacrifice for us—to free us from the slavery to sin—so we might live 

and ascend into heaven.  

Naturally, two of John’s disciples, Andrew and probably John (the Beloved 

Disciple) began to follow Jesus (Jn 1:27). Jesus turns around and says: What are 

you looking for? (Jn 1:38). They answer: Teacher, where are you staying? (Jn 

1:38). And Jesus answers: Come and you will see (Jn 1:39).  

In a similar way in times of suffering and distress, in our search for meaning and 

purpose—the Holy Spirit draws us to Jesus. And we are drawn to Jesus because 

we seek true freedom and peace, true justice and mercy, hope, love and 

salvation.  

That is why we are here today. Jesus knows that. So Jesus says: Come and you 

will see. Jesus invites us to never stop seeking--to follow Him more closely, to 

see Him with the eyes of faith, and to abide in Him more profoundly.  

Jesus wants us to abide in Him. The disciples went and saw where Jesus was 

staying, and they stayed with him the whole day (Jn 1:39).  

They must have asked Him a million questions, shared their stories, laughed 

with Him, prayed with Him, and broke bread with Him. And they left 

transformed. They became believers.  

The same thing is happening in this mass. We listen to the words of Jesus. We 

receive the Holy Eucharist—Jesus Christ (body and blood) inside of us. We pray 

with Jesus. We offer the sacrifice of our lives together with Jesus. And we 

receive the grace we need to abide in Jesus—to imitate Jesus and to become 

what we imitate.  

Jesus wants us to love Him in others. The first thing Andrew did was run and 

find Simon Peter, the brother he loved so much. They had found what they 

were seeking: We have found the Messiah (Jn 1:41). Not only that. He brought 

his brother Simon Peter to Jesus (Jn 1:42).  
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In a similar way we are called to bring Jesus to others. If we love Jesus then we 

must love Jesus in others. And if we love others…how can we not bring them to 

Jesus? That is our calling. Jesus wants us to work—through Him, with Him, and 

in Him--for the salvation of the world.  

You do realize that Jesus could have stayed on earth performing miracles, 

forgiving sins and proclaiming the good news? But He didn’t. Why? Because He 

wants us to share in His mission of salvation.  

Before Jesus ascended into heaven he said to His disciples--and to us: Go 

therefore, and make disciples of all nations (Mt 28:19)…teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until 

the end of the age (Mt 28:20).  

Our mission can begin with people we already know. A friend struggling with 

depression and addictions needs to hear you say: Turn your life over to Jesus.  

A married couple headed to divorce court needs to hear you say: Turn your life 

over to Jesus. A young person with no joy, no money, and no purpose in life, 

needs to hear you say: Turn your life over to Jesus.  

What if they ask you “how?” “How do I turn my life over to Jesus?” Pray with 

them. Invite them to church. Hand them a bible. Teach them to pray the rosary. 

Give them the confession schedule.  

Meet them for coffee. Sit by their hospital beds. Make them laugh when you 

can. Dry their tears when you must. And let the Holy Spirit do the rest—through 

Him, with Him and in Him—in Jesus Christ!  

So let us pray: Lord Jesus send us Your Holy Spirit and give us the grace we need 

to seek You, to abide in You, and to love you in others…because we have found 

what we were looking for. And what we were looking for is us, responding to 

You by saying: “Speak Lord, for your servants are listening!” 


