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Lk 17:5-1; Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14 Useful Servants (Right to Life) 

Do you want to have real faith? Let me tell you a story: Summer sun and a lack 

of rain had left the fields parched and brown. (We know what that is like) As 

they tended to their dying crops the townspeople became worried and searched 

the sky for any sign of relief. Days turned into arid weeks and still no rain came.  

The ministers of the local churches announced that there would be a special 

service to pray for rain on the following Saturday. They requested that everyone 

bring an object of faith for inspiration.  

At the appointed hour, everyone turned out, filing the town square with 

anxious faces and hopeful hearts. The ministers were touched to see the variety 

of objects clutched in their prayerful hands; prayer books, bibles, crosses, 

rosaries, etc.  

Just as the hour of prayer was concluding, and as if by some divine miracle, a 

soft rain began to fall. Cheers swept the crowd as they held their treasured 

objects high in gratitude and praise. From the middle of the crowd, one faith 

symbol overshadowed all the rest; a small 9 y.o. child had brought an umbrella!1 

Real faith is trust…trust in God. But there will come a time, when that will feel 

impossible. You get fired from a job. You go bankrupt. Your spouse divorces 

you. Someone you love betrays you. Someone you love dies. You have a 

terminal illness and die. The possibilities are endless. And it is going to happen 

even if you believe in God, even if you come to mass, and even if all your sins 

are forgiven. Why in Heaven’s name would God allow that to happen?  

Maybe because our faith is not real faith, until it is tested and we pass the test. 

That happened to the Israelites in the first reading. They were conquered by the 

Babylonians and Assyrians. They were overwhelmed by violence and 

destruction. The prophet Habakkuk cries out to God “Why?” How long, O Lord. I 

cry for help but you do not listen!”  

 
1 Sanchez, Patricia Datchuck, Bring Your Umbrellas, The Sanchez Archives 
http://www.nationalcatholicreporter.org/sanchez/locked/cyclec/ordinarytimec/sunday1798... 
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Sounds like us today when we are overwhelmed by acts of violence and 

terrorism. It feels like God doesn’t care. But God does care. God will intervene. 

But in God’s own time. God tells Habakuk to write a special message on stone 

tablets: “the just [person], because if his or her faith, will live.” In other words, 

be patient…wait in faith. Trust in God. Don’t give up on God.  

That is what St Paul who is sitting in a dungeon waiting to die, says to Timothy. 

Don’t give up on God. Bear your hardship for the gospel with the strength that 

comes from God. Take the power and love that is in Jesus—now inside of you--

and use it to stir up your faith so it becomes a burning flame for God.  

“Easier said than done” you say. But it’s not impossible to do. The same thing 

happened with the disciples. They just heard Jesus…we just heard Jesus, tell us, 

that we, his disciples have to do the impossible—pick up our cross, follow Jesus, 

forgive our enemies, love and care for the needy. But it seems overwhelming. 

So they beg Jesus…and we beg Jesus: “increase our faith!”  

How does Jesus respond? Jesus responds with a truly strange answer:  “If you 

have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.”  

In other words, even if we have the smallest amount of faith, we can do the 

impossible! But none of us can get trees to obey our commands. Does that 

mean we do not have enough faith? It gets worse. Jesus says no matter how 

much faith you do have, you have to realize you are a useless servant.  

And just to drive that point home, Jesus asks the disciples a question: Suppose 

you have a servant who is obligated to work a double duty—to work in the field 

and then come home and make you dinner.  If that is what you commanded 

your servant to do, isn’t that his obligation? He has not done anything special.  

It is the same way for us. When we do what God commands us--as his 

servants—as his disciples--isn’t that our obligation anyway? We haven’t done 

anything special. So we shouldn’t let it go to our heads. Remember, we really 

are useless if it wasn’t for the gifts and grace God has given us.  
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But because God has given us that—and because we are utterly dependent on 

God--we aren’t useless to God anymore.  

I think Jesus is commanding us to become his saints. A priest once asked some 

children in Sunday School “what is a saint?” The children remembered the 

saints on the stained glass windows. So they said: “Saints are people through 

whom the light shines.”  

How true. Saints do not point to themselves. They point to God. God is revealed 

in their lives. They do not call attention to themselves but to God. They do not 

attribute accomplishments to themselves but to God. It has to be the same way 

with us.  

So this is the bottom line: It doesn’t matter the amount of faith we have. We 

can transform our faith into real faith—the kind of faith that can do the 

impossible. How?  

Don’t give up on God. Stir up your faith so it becomes a burning flame for Jesus. 

Stir up your faith because even if the world sees you as a useless servant—like 

Jesus on that cross—to Jesus you are no longer a useless servant. To Jesus you 

are His disciple. So do what a disciple should do. Do what Jesus commands you. 

Even if you feel like you do not have any faith—and this is the key—act like you 

have it.  

Encounter Jesus in this mass when you put His body and His blood into your 

body and your blood. Even if you don’t feel anything, believe me… it will 

transform you. So act like it.  

Then walk through those doors into a world of darkness and despair. Incarnate 

Jesus…bring Him to life! Give life to what is already inside of you by caring for 

the poor, caring for the needy, feeding the hungry, clothing naked, visiting the 

sick, the lonely, and those in prison.  

If you can’t do that—then contribute your prayers and contribute financially so 

that we can all do it together—as the body of Christ—as a community of 

disciples--in our ministries.  
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And, there is one more thing you can do. Today is Respect for Life Sunday, and 

we, as Catholics believe in protecting life from the moment of conception until 

natural death.  

The Bishops of the Catholic Church are asking us to vote no on California 

proposition 1. Why?  

Because California law already grants a woman the right to an abortion up to 

viability (when a child can survive outside the womb), and after that if the 

woman’s life is in danger.  

Proposition one would be excessive because it removes those requirements and 

allows for an abortion up until the moment of birth. Not only that, we the 

taxpayers have to pay for it.  

So let us join together as the Body of Christ and vote no on proposition 1.  

Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ give us the grace to increase our faith so it 

becomes real faith—by acting like we already have it…by trusting in you no 

matter what…so that by living your commandments and serving others with 

humble hearts we become your useful servants.  


