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Lk 21:25-28, 34-36; Jer 33:14-16; 1 Thes 3:12-4:2 The Lord is Coming 

A terrible tragedy came to a man who asked me to anoint his wife. They were 

married civilly for 30 years. An annulment was granted. Everything was set for a 

Catholic wedding. But she caught the Covid. And now it was time to unplug the 

respirator.   

And yet, a most beautiful joy came to that man in the emergency room: I 

married them. And then she died. For him, it was the saddest day, and it was 

the happiest day. There was joy in that tragedy.  

Joy in tragedy…is the promise God made in the first reading. The Jewish people 

turned their backs on God. As a result, the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and 

the people were exiled into slavery.  

But God made a promise—that He would raise up … a just shoot, that is, a 

descendant of King David, who would bring peace and security and justice to 

Jerusalem (Jer 33:15-16).   

That was a promise of redemption. And it reveals so much about God…who 

loves us, who protects us, and is willing to forgive us because His mercy endures 

forever.  

That promise was fulfilled in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

The Lord is coming…to be born in a manger. His throne—a wooden cross. His 

crown—a crown of thorns. His purple robe—the blood He will shed for us from 

that cross.  

But there will be great joy in that tragedy. Because that tragedy is our 

redemption.  

He will deliver us from our sins and bring us into a new beginning. A rebirth into 

a life of hope without fear because now we know—there is a resurrection and 

we will live forever.  

Jesus also made us a promise about His second coming:  
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There will be signs in the sky—in the sun the moon, and the stars. There will be 

signs on the earth—war among the nations, the roaring of the sea, and people 

will die of fright when the powers of heaven are shaken (Lk 21:25-26).   

But there will be great joy in that tragedy. [We] will see the Son of Man coming 

in a cloud with power and great glory (Lk 21: 27). So we should stand up straight 

and raise our heads.  

Because at that very  moment our redemption and salvation is at hand (Lk 

21:28). And eye has not seen and ear has not heard what God has ready for 

those who love Him (1 Cor 2:9).  

So Jesus tells us to get prepared (Lk 21:36).  

But don’t worry so much about the coming tragedies.  

Remember when the angel messengers were present at Jesus’ ascension and 

they asked the disciples: Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at 

the sky? (Acts 1:11).  

In other words, stop searching the sky for signs of the second coming and pay 

more attention to the life you are living right now.  

Like St. Paul said in the second reading: the best way to prepare for the second 

coming is not to worry about how, when and where it will be.  

Instead, we should increase and abound in love for one another and for all (1 

Thes 3:12). In other words, we should live an advent way of life.  

Jesus said we should be vigilant and avoid all things that may disturb our hearts 

like debauchery, drunkenness and worries in life (Lk 21:34).  

And Jesus said we should pray for strength (Lk 21:36)…strength to bring His 

love, and compassion, and His mercy and forgiveness to others.  

We should pray for the strength of a praying heart that brings light into 

darkness.  
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Strength for a praying heart that sees Jesus in our daily life—in our family, in the 

faces of the poor and the needy, and when we meet Him in the Mass and we 

receive Him in the Holy Eucharist.  

Strength for a praying heart that makes everyone aware that Jesus is among us, 

within us, and that every day is Christmas.  

Jesus gave us the means to do that. So this Advent let’s make a commitment.  

Meet Jesus in his mercy by making the best confession you ever made. Meet 

Jesus in the Holy Eucharist not only on Sundays but every day.  

Meet Jesus in prayer—but pray more often throughout the day.  

And then let others meet and encounter Jesus in you--when you bring them--His 

love and His compassion, His mercy and His forgiveness.  

Because the greatest gift you can give someone this Christmas is Jesus.  

Maybe give a smile to someone after mass. Maybe send a note to someone you 

haven’t seen. Maybe tell someone you love them. Maybe say you’re sorry. And 

maybe do something kind for someone each day.  

The Lord is coming…so let it begin with you. Let Him come into the world 

through you.  

Let us pray: Come Lord Jesus—on that cross and on that altar, in the Holy 

Eucharist and in the mercy of  confession… 

…so that through us, with us and in us—we can bring You this Christmas to 

anyone who is in need of Your everlasting love in us.  


