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Lk 24:35-48; Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 Jn 2:1-5a Witness to the Resurrection 

Nobody was prepared for what happened. Two disciples were telling the story 

about how they encountered Jesus in the breaking of the bread.  

Suddenly Jesus stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” But 

they were startled and terrified and they thought they were seeing a ghost.  

Think about it. The disciples had such a hard time understanding Jesus. After He 

instituted the Holy Eucharist at the last supper and He commissioned them, 

they couldn’t even stay awake while Jesus suffered the agony in the garden.  

And when Jesus was arrested, (except for St. John) they all ran off and 

abandoned Him.  

How could they possibly convince the world that Jesus was the Son of God who 

had risen from the dead? It was going to take something drastic—proof positive 

that he had truly risen from the dead.  

So Jesus shows them the wounds on his hands and on his feet—proof positive 

that He is Jesus. He invites them to touch him—a ghost does not have flesh and 

bones. And He eats a piece of fish in front of them—a ghost doesn’t eat food.  

Why is that important? Jesus could eat and be felt. But Jesus could also walk 

through walls, appear and disappear and change his appearance. That tells us 

that when we are resurrected, we will be like the Risen Jesus forever.  

But it wasn’t enough just to recognize Jesus. They had to recognize that Jesus’ 

suffering, death and resurrection were part of God’s plan all along.  

So He opened their minds to understand the scriptures. 

It probably went something like this: In Genesis, Jesus is the offspring of the 

women who is the arch enemy of the serpent (Gen 3:15).  Like Abraham’s son 

Isaac, Jesus carried the wood of the Cross, but He did become the sacrificial 

lamb.  
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Like Moses, Jesus delivered the human race from bondage to sin. And like 

Isaiah’s suffering servant, Jesus is the lamb of God who bore our sins so we 

might be justified before God (Isa 53:11).  

Then Jesus gave them their mission: You are witnesses of these things (Lk 

24:48). That is our mission too: We are witnesses of these things.  

So when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples at Pentecost, they were 

more than ready to give their lives for what they knew to be the truth.  

And when the Holy Spirit descends on us—in this mass—we too are ready to 

testify to the truth.  

We saw that in the first reading. Peter said Jesus was the author of life and yet 

they put Him to death. But God glorified Him and raised Him to a new life.  

That is the power of God which brings life out of death. And that is the power of 

God which brings us forgiveness for our sins.  

In the second reading St. John says the ideal should be: to never to commit a sin 

(1 Jn 2:1). But let’s face it…everybody sins. Nobody is perfect.  That is why Jesus 

gave us the sacrament of reconciliation.  

Jesus is our advocate—He is on our side. He loves us so much He died for us. 

And He never stopped loving us that way. So when we repent of our sins, Jesus 

restores our relationship with God and the church.  

And the beauty of it is, the more we confess our sins and we receive Jesus’ 

mercy, the more we fall in love with Jesus.  

That is our resurrection message: Jesus suffered, died and rose from the dead so 

that our sins may be forgiven.  

And, how will we witness to that resurrection message? First we will encounter 

the Risen Jesus in this mass when we put His body and His blood into our body 

and our blood.  
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Then we will go out through those doors and share with others…the story of our 

personal encounter with the Risen Jesus…how the Risen Jesus has touched us 

and transformed us in the most remarkable way possible.   

Brothers and sisters, the resurrection is the greatest story in the history of the 

world. And we are part of that story. We ourselves are the resurrection in 

action. Think about it! 

The resurrection dissolved the bonds of sin and opened the door to a new life. 

Now we are going to help others to leave behind the chains of sin and 

selfishness and live in the love and freedom of Jesus Christ.  

The resurrection gave us the greatest purpose for our lives—to bring good out 

of evil and to work with Jesus for the salvation of the world.  

And the resurrection means good triumphs over evil, love triumphs over hatred, 

and there is a better life coming for us with Jesus in heaven.  

This is the peace Jesus gives us and that is the peace we will bring to all those 

who are longing to be part of His resurrection.  

So let us pray: Risen Lord Jesus Christ send us Your Spirit and send us Your 

Grace…so that we may bear witness to your resurrection in everything we say, 

in everything we do and by the way we live our lives.   


