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Lk 9:51-62; 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Gal 5:1, 13-18 Chosen  

You are chosen by God Himself. God said: Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I 

appointed you (Jer 1:5).  

You are chosen by Jesus Christ the Son of God Himself. Jesus said: It was not you 

who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that 

will remain (Jn 15:16).  

And you are chosen by the Holy Spirit of God so that He can live within you and 

show the world how a person should live—a holy and righteous life.  Because 

when you were baptized Jesus said: Receive the Holy Spirit (Jn 20:22).  

We have been given the most glorious privilege in all the world. And, our 

greatest glory is to do God’s work.  

God’s work is to proclaim His message. And, His message is this: Jesus Christ has 

set us free (Gal 5:1) from the power of sin and death.  

But it is so easy to become a slave to sin all over again. That’s why St. Paul says: 

stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery (Gal 5:1). How do we 

do that? By obeying the will of God.   

Jesus did. The gospel says: When the days for Jesus’ being taken up were 

fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem (Lk 9:51). He knew He 

would be arrested, tried and condemned to die on that cross for our salvation.  

But He humbled himself becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross 

(Phil 2:8).  

God’s will, is for us to love one another the way Jesus loves us (Jn 15:12). Like 

St. Paul said: serve one another through love (Gal 5:13). In other words: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself (Gal 5:14). 

God’s will, is for us to live in the Spirit of truth. His Holy Spirit will guide us to 

the truth (Jn 16:13). And, like Jesus said: If you remain in my word (Jn 8:31)…you 

will know the truth, and the truth will set you free (Jn 8:32).  

What is the truth? The truth is Jesus Christ (Jn 14:6).  
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So, freedom is not the ability to do whatever we want (Gal 5:17). True freedom 

is the ability to obey the will of God. That means we have to make a choice--

between living in the Spirit or living in the flesh (Gal 5:16-17).  

The ways of the flesh are immorality, impurity, idolatry, hatred, jealousy, and 

selfishness (Gal 5:20-21).  

Whereas the ways of the Spirit are love peace, patience, kindness generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal 5:22-23). And if we live this way, 

we are conformed into Jesus.  

Remember the message: Jesus has set us free from the power of sin and death. 

But nobody is going to believe us unless we live that message. So, let’s live the 

message:  

We must be willing to make a sacrifice. One person said: I will follow you [Jesus] 

wherever you go (Lk 9:57). But Jesus said: the Son of Man has nowhere to rest 

his head (Jn 9:58). Jesus had nothing.  

In other words, we must be willing to give up “security” in the world in order to 

live a life of self-sacrifice and love.  

We must give Jesus, primacy. Another person said: Lord, let me go first and bury 

my father (Lk 9:59). His father was probably still alive. So, it was like saying: “My 

father is more important than you and I’ll come follow you after he dies.”  

But Jesus said: Let the dead bury their dead (Lk 9:60). In other words, Jesus 

always comes first. It’s all or nothing for Jesus.  

And, we must follow Jesus wholeheartedly.  Another person said: I will follow 

you, Lord, but first, let me say farewell to my family at home (Lk 9:61).  

Then Jesus said something rather peculiar: No one who sets a hand to the plow 

and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God (Lk 9:62).  

In other words, we should set our hand on the plow—with a wholehearted 

obedience to God. Not later, but NOW. And, we should “look ahead” by 

focusing on what we are gaining rather than what we are giving up. 
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We saw that in the first reading. The older Elijah threw his cloak on the 

shoulders of young Elisha (1 Kgs 19:19). That was a sign that God had chosen 

and called Elisha to be a prophet.  

Elisha did ask if he could say good-bye to his parents (1 Kgs 19:20). But then he 

slaughtered the oxen to feed his people (1 Kgs 19:21). That was a sign of his 

whole-hearted commitment to do God’s work.  

What about us? Our message is that Jesus Christ has set us free. We remain free 

by obeying the will of God. And the will of God is for us to love one another the 

way Jesus loves us.  

How does Jesus love us? It’s up there on that cross. Love your neighbor as 

yourself. Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  

Turn the other cheek and forgive not just seven times, but seventy times seven. 

Feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, visit the sick, the lonely, and those in 

prison.  

That’s all really wonderful…until we meet the unlovable, the stranger who 

scares us, the one who throws the first punch and the unforgivable act.  

But Jesus doesn’t put any qualifications or exceptions on where he is going, who 

is included, or what he is offering. He doesn’t care who we are or what we have 

done. Yet He offers us love, forgiveness and salvation.  

So may we follow His example and lead with our hearts—united with His deep 

heart on that cross—that loves the unlovable, forgives the unforgivable, 

welcomes the stranger and gives without seeking reward.  

Let us pray: God You have chosen us, Jesus You have chosen us, and Holy Spirit 

You have chosen us and given us the greatest privilege to do Your work. Give us 

the grace we need to stay free by obeying Your will.  

And may we proclaim that message by living a life of sacrificial love, where You 

always have primacy, and we follow you wholeheartedly—on the road to 

Jerusalem and from Jerusalem into heaven.   

 


