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Jn 11:1-45; Rom 8:8-11; Ez 37:12-14 Lazarus (Spirit of the Risen Christ) 

Across the street…at Valley Crest…they care for the elderly who have dementia 

and Alzheimer’s. I brought them communion yesterday. No diplomas, no 

degrees and no trophies on the wall. If you’re not used to it—it can hit you 

hard…you ask yourself “is this what its all about?”  

I walked on down the hall. A woman approaches. She says, “I am in so much 

pain, my back, my legs, my arms, I don’t know what to do?” And I know…she 

means she is lonely. What can you say? No words. I simply hugged her—and she 

just kept hugging me.  

And out of nowhere…came the answer. Another patient hands me an old beat 

up card. It is a card written to a family, wishing them a happy Easter. Inside the 

card is a torn return address—with the name of his long ago deceased mother. 

And it hit me. What its all about…is love, family, and the resurrection.  

Today Jesus is asking you the most important question in your life: Do you 

believe I am the resurrection and the life--and whoever lives and believes in me 

will never die?  

But Jesus lets Lazarus die. They tell Jesus his friend Lazarus is sick. What does 

Jesus do?  He does nothing. He deliberately avoids going to see and save his 

dying friend for two days.  

Do you know why? Because there has to be no doubt that Lazarus is dead. Why? 

So God will be glorified. In fact Jesus says, “Lazarus is dead. For your sakes I am 

glad I was not there.”  

Really! How was God glorified in that? How was Jesus glorified in that? I’ll tell 

you how. Jesus says to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life; 

whoever…lives and believes in me will never die.”  

Now that is glory. That is glory for God. That is glory for Jesus. And that is glory 

for you and me.  

Why? Because if you believe…you are going to live forever.  
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The doors of heaven have swung wide open for you--just like Jesus’ arms for us 

up there on that cross. Now death means nothing…because death is the passage 

way from death into life. And all you have to do is believe.  

But Martha and Mary do believe. They say “Lord, if you had been here, [our] 

brother would not have died.” Martha even says “Yes, Lord I have come to 

believe that you are the Christ the Son of God.”   

They know Jesus has the power. Jesus knows He has the power. They do 

believe, and yet they despair. Is it any wonder? Their brother just died—and it 

did not have to happen.  

We also despair.  We despair when we suffer. We despair when our prayers 

aren’t answered. We despair when we feel rejected, discouraged and it feels 

like life is not worth living.  

But life is worth living. God does love us. God does feel our pain. Jesus shows us 

just how much. Jesus sees Mary crying. Jesus sees Martha crying. Jesus sees us 

crying.   

And it consumes him. His heart is torn into pieces. He feels our pain and 

suffering up there on that cross--to the very core of his being. So Jesus cries for 

us.  

And Jesus takes that everlasting compassion for us…Jesus takes that everlasting 

trust for God…and Jesus takes that everlasting love for us and says “take away 

the stone.” “Lazarus come out!” And it happens.  

The dead man rises from the dead, and walk out of the tomb--still wrapped in 

burial cloths. Then Jesus says something very profound: “Untie him and let him 

go.” 

“Untie him and let him go!”…That is your life story. That is Jesus’ gift to you up 

there on that cross. But the raising of Lazarus is just a sneak preview.  
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Jesus is going to take all his everlasting love, all His everlasting trust in God, and 

all His everlasting compassion and raise you to a new life—a new beginning in 

Jesus Christ.  

The suffering doesn’t matter anymore. The pain doesn’t matter anymore. Death 

doesn’t matter anymore. It is going to glorify God because it will bring you 

closer to God. It is going to glorify Jesus because you will have a new life in Jesus 

Christ.  

That is the message for today: Jesus Christ has power over death and evil. Jesus 

Christ has won! 

Why is that important? What does that matter in your everyday life? It matters 

a lot. In fact, it is huge. Just listen to God’s promise in the Ezekiel oracle: God 

will open our graves. God will have us rise from our graves. God will put His 

Spirit inside of us. And if truth be told—it already happened.  

Yes. It happened when you were baptized.  You died with Christ and you rose 

with Christ. Now the Risen Christ is living inside of you. The Spirit of the Risen 

Christ is inside of you.  

And Jesus asks: Do you believe this? Because if you do…if you really believe, 

then you have to turn your belief into action. How? By living in the Spirit of the 

Risen Christ.  

Live like the new person you were always meant to be—someone who loves like 

Jesus, trusts in God like Jesus, and has compassion for everyone just like Jesus.  

Go out into the world and find all the Lazarus’s out there—anyone who is alive 

but really in the tomb because they are allowing themselves to be killed by 

alcohol and drugs, pornography, sin, despair, loneliness, depression, thoughts of 

suicide, hatred, war, and crime.  

Bring them the love, the trust, and the compassion that Jesus had for his friend 

Lazarus. Become the Risen Christ for them.  
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Let me ask you the Jesus question again: Do you believe I am the resurrection 

and the life…and whoever lives and believes in me will never die? I think you do, 

otherwise you would not be here.  

So let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ help us to live our life in your spirit—the Spirit 

of the Risen Christ. When we live our life in the world, let people see you in us.  

Let people hear you in our words. Let people recognize you in our actions. Let us 

become the Risen Christ for others. And when people encounter us, may they 

encounter you and hear you say: “take away the stone.” “Lazarus come out!” 

“Untie him and let him go.” 


