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Mk 9:30-37; Wis 2:12, 17-20; Jas 3:16-4:3 Great Servant 

When Alexander the Great conquered the Middle East, the Greeks forced the 

Jews to give up their religion.  

The first reading is about what the pagan Jews thought of those who remained 

faithful to Yahweh. The faithful Jew is called “the just one” and ridiculed for his 

or her belief in God.  

Notice how some of the same things were said about Jesus while they mocked 

Him on the cross:  

In the first reading they said: “Let us see whether his words be true” (Wis 2:17). 

At the cross they said: “Let him come down from the cross now, and we will 

believe in him” (Mt 27:42).  

In the first reading they said: “For if the just one be the son of God, God will 

defend him and deliver him from the hand of his foes (Wis 2:18).  

At the cross they said: “if you are the Son of God, come down from the cross” 

(Mt 27:40). “He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if he wants him” (Mt 

27:43).  

In the first reading they said: Let us condemn him to a shameful death (Wis 

2:20). On the cross Jesus breathed His last between two thieves. And according 

to the law of Moses: God’s curse rests on him who hangs on a tree (Dt 21:23).  

All of this was fulfilled in Jesus. Why? Because this is the wisdom and love of 

God fulfilled in Jesus. 

Jesus for the second time tells the disciples what is going to happen to Him: The 

Son of Man is to be handed over to men and they will kill him, and three days 

after his death the Son of Man will rise (Mk 9:31).  

The first time Jesus said that, Peter refused to accept it. And Jesus said: Get 

behind me Satan (Mk 8:33). So now, even though they still don’t understand it, 

they don’t dare ask a single question.  
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But when they arrive in Capernaum Jesus asks them a question: What were you 

arguing about on the way? Remember: Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. 

So Jesus is asking them what they were discussing as they were following Jesus 

on the Way.  

But they refuse to answer. It was too embarrassing. Anyone following Jesus on 

the Way should not be arguing about who among them was the greatest.  

Jesus knew what they were thinking. So Jesus teaches them what it takes to be 

the greatest in the kingdom of God: If anyone wishes to be first he [or she] shall 

be the last of all and the servant of all (Mk 9:35).  

To be last is to be meek and humble—to seek no recognition, to draw no 

attention to yourself, to act modestly. But that doesn’t mean you should put 

yourself down and consider yourself worthless.  

Jesus wants us to be great, but to be great in the right way. He tells us what the 

right way is: We must be the servant of all.  

That means we should seek the last place by dying to our selfish ways and rising 

to a new life of sacrifice and service for others.  

And, just to make that perfectly clear, Jesus takes a child and puts His arms 

around it. He says: Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives 

me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the One who sent me (Mk 

8:37).  

That is how we welcome Jesus. We must welcome Jesus in the child, the little 

one, the frail and helpless person.  

A child represents a person who has no power and no influence; a person who is 

abused, neglected and marginalized—like the poor, the sick, the disabled, the 

elderly, and the immigrant.  

Jesus says that to welcome such a person is to welcome Him. And to “welcome” 

Him, means we should be concerned about a person’s welfare and dignity—but 

not out of pity or condescension, but simply for [Jesus’] sake.   
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Doing something simply for [Jesus’] sake, begins at home—with a change of 

heart.  

In the second reading, St. James says there are two paths we can follow:  

The path of foolishness is motivated by jealousy and selfish ambition. Whereas 

the path of wisdom is motivated by purity, mercy, peace and good fruits.  

When we are pure, we are totally committed to the things of God. When we are 

merciful and peaceful, we unify each other in Jesus.  

And when we do good works—do good things for others—we bring the 

Kingdom of God into the lives of others.  

And that, is the path we are called to follow.  

Let us pray: Lord Jesus fill us with the wisdom and love of God so that we 

choose the path of wisdom, righteousness and the way of peace.  

Help us to welcome You in the little children of the world—by becoming that 

last of all and together with You may we become a great servant for others.  


