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Mt 20:1-16a; Isa 55:6-9; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a Laborers in the Vineyard 

Life is not fair. Some are born into wealth. Some are smarter, better looking, 

and more talented than we are. Some live an immoral life and at the 11th hour 

they have a death-bed conversion. Should they get into heaven?   

Like the laborers who worked all day, we too can become envious. It is not 

fair—for the latecomers to receive the same pay….when we’ve been here all 

day!  

Would it make us happy if they received a smaller amount? But isn’t that 

selfishness?  

If the landowner is God, can’t He be generous? Am I not free to do as I wish with 

my own money? Are you envious because I am generous? (Mt 20:15).  

This parable isn’t about human fairness. This parable is about God’s generosity.  

Aren’t you glad? Think about it. If God was fair—wouldn’t the fair thing be for 

us to be on our way to Hell right now? We all sin.  

We all hide our selfish and envious thoughts behind innocent smiles. We all sin 

in one way or another.  

And what if the standard for heaven is St. Mother Teresa? Or St. Padre Pio? 

Would we even stand a chance?  

So we should rejoice that instead of being fair, we have a God who loves us. And 

that love is God’s justice—up there on that cross—God’s everlasting love and 

mercy—for us and forever.  

I know we may not understand it. But who cares about fairness, when we have 

God’s love and mercy.  

God is generous in His mercy. God’s mercy is available to all, saints and sinners 

alike. At whatever point we turn to the Lord, He will give us the full reward of 

salvation.  
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God is like the father of the prodigal Son…who waits at the window. When He 

sees us coming—even if it as the 11th hour—He comes running with His arms 

wide open, with the everlasting love of Jesus Christ for us on that cross.   

We are like the thief who stole heaven saying: Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom (Lk 23:42). And Jesus says: Truly I tell you, today you 

will be with me in paradise (Lk 23:43).  

I have a question: Then why should we bother coming to mass, keeping the 

commandments and confessing our sins? Because living a Christian life is its 

own reward.  

When we live with God, our hearts are filled with peace, love and joy…even 

when we live in a world of chaos, evil and despair.   

And just the privilege of sharing in Jesus’ work of salvation is its own reward.  

Look at St. Paul in the second reading. He is in prison, sentenced to death.  

Should he stop resisting? He wants nothing better than to be united with Jesus 

in heaven.  

But God has called him to share in Jesus’ work of salvation. So he chooses to 

resist and challenge the Romans in their tribunals.   

God is generous with His grace. All we have to do is cooperate with that grace. 

How? By obeying the will of God. Just do it!  

Do good things for others, care for them, forgive them and love them. The more 

we do it, the more God will send us His grace.  

God is generous with salvation. When it comes to the final reward—happiness 

in heaven--God treats everyone the same.  

Sure we will suffer. And disappointments will come. But that should not be our 

main focus. There is only one reward worthy of our concern…the salvation of 

our immortal soul.  
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So instead of worrying about how unfair life can be…we should focus on loving 

God and loving our neighbor. 

God the landowner has called us each by name to share in the work He began in 

Jesus for our salvation.   

So let us imitate Jesus’ love, mercy, forgiveness and generosity in our 

relationship with each other. I guarantee you: the more we imitate Jesus, the 

more we will become what we imitate.  

Instead of being like the envious laborers, let’s be more like the generous land 

owner. Let us love our brothers and sisters even when it doesn’t seem fair.  

And let us use all the gifts of grace, love and mercy that God has given us to 

accomplish the work Jesus began for our salvation.  

You know one thing will never cease to amaze me. I’m not perfect. And 

sometimes my shortcomings as a human being may get in the way of my 

priesthood . Yet the Lord continues to work through me for others.   

That just goes to show you that God’s grace, love and mercy are so much more 

powerful than any of our human limitations.  

Let us pray: Lord Jesus who cares about fairness! Send us all the love, mercy and 

grace we need so You can work through us to accomplish your work of 

salvation.  


