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Mt 28:16-20; Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-20 Ascension of the Lord 

You can save the world. Because today, Jesus Christ ascends into the clouds of 

heaven--higher than the angels, higher than the saints--above every principality, 

authority, power and dominion-- to sit at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty (Eph 1:20-21).  

The doors of heaven have swung wide open. Because Jesus has conquered sin 

and death with humble obedience and love. And that should fill us with hope. 

Because where Jesus went…we also will go.  

Jesus said so: In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places (Jn 14:2). And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to 

myself, so that where I am you also may be (Jn 14:3). Jesus is going to take us 

into heaven! 

Can we live in that hope? Yes we can. But it won’t always be easy.  

When the disciples encounter the Risen Jesus on the mountain top, they adore 

Him...but they still have doubts (Mt 28:17). They are still confused about Jesus’ 

mission: Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel? (Acts 

1:6).  

But Jesus doesn’t care about their doubts and confusion. Because soon they will 

know—that they are part of something much bigger. Soon they will know--it is 

they themselves who will restore the Kingdom--not to Israel, but to the whole 

world.   

So Jesus commissions them for the great mission: Go therefore, and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you 

(Mt 28:19-20).  

And know this: We too have been commissioned for the same mission.  
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Do you have any doubts? You may say: “But I’m a sinner.” Who isn’t? We can 

overcome sin by going to confession.  You may say: “But I still have doubts.” 

Who doesn’t? We are on a journey of faith seeking understanding.  

Jesus chose us…with all our doubts and sins…not because we have perfect faith, 

but because our faith will be made perfect when we follow Jesus on His mission 

of salvation.  

We have the power.  

We do not have to do it alone. Jesus said, behold, I am with you always, until 

the end of the age (Mt 28:20). No matter what the problem…no matter what 

the situation…Jesus will always be with us.  

Remember when Jesus turned the water into wine? He did it because His 

mother asked him to--so the young couple wouldn’t be embarrassed (Jn 2:3).  

Remember when Jesus fed the 5000? He did it because He was moved with 

compassion to heal them and feed them (Mt 14:14, 20). 

Remember when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead? He did it because he loved 

him so much (Jn 11:36).  

So know this: If you love Jesus, Jesus will love you (Jn 14:21). And the way to 

love Jesus is by humble obedience to His commandments (Jn 14:15).  

What are His commandments? In one word: Love. Love God (Lk 10:27) and love 

one another as I have loved you (Jn 13:32). If you do those two—you will fulfill 

all the other commandments (Rom 13:9).  

Then: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you (Mt 7:7). Like Jesus said: whatever you ask the Father in 

my name he will give you (Jn 16:23).  

Not only that. Jesus gave us the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses…to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).  
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That is why it was so important for Jesus to ascend into heaven. At the Last 

Supper He said, It is better for you that I go. For if I do not go, the Advocate will 

not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you (Jn 16:7).  

In other words, the presence of His Holy Spirit is more powerful than His 

physical presence. Why? Because now Jesus is available to everyone and all the 

time—dwelling inside of us.  

And the best place to encounter Jesus and to receive that power, is in this Holy 

Catholic Church—when we hear His Word, when we pray together, and when 

we put His Body and His Blood into our body and our blood.   

Here in this Church…we can do what Jesus did. We can save the world by 

overcoming sin and death with humble obedience and love.  

Jesus said, Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works 

that I do and will do [even] greater ones than these (Jn 14:12).  

We can preach the Good News—that God loves us—with our lives in everything 

we say and do. We can drive out the demons of drug addiction, hatred and 

racism.  

We can give sight to the blind and help the lame to walk toward Jesus, by 

sharing our faith.  

We can reconcile sinners when we forgive those who offend us and may our 

example inspire them to seek Gods’ mercy in the Church.  

We can heal the divisions that separate people with the compassion of Jesus. 

And together with Jesus we can save the world!  

So rejoice! Because we have the power to share in Jesus’ mission of salvation.   

Rejoice! Because we have the power to save the world by overcoming sin and 

death with humble obedience and love.  

And rejoice! Because where Jesus went…we also will go! 


